LONG LIVE THE CONSTITUTIO
OF THE UNITED STATES
Wake Up, Americal Your Liberties Are in‘Danger!

The 13th Amendment, Section 1, of the Constitution of the United States says: “Neither slavery nor

involantary servitude, except as a pucishment: for crime whereof the party. shall have been duly convicted,
shall eﬂt within the United Stltu, or any place subject to their _;umdlctmt.

_._“

The Constitution of the United States is one-of the greatest bulwarks of political liberty.
It was born after a long, stubborn battle between king-rulé and democracy. (We see little
or no. difference between arbitrary power under the name of a king and under a few mis-
named “‘representatives.””) In this baule the ycaple of the United States established the
principle that freedom of the individual and personal liberty are thc most sacred things in life.
Wlﬂ'zm:t them we become slaves.

For this principle the fathers fought and dicd. The estabhshmcnt of this prmaplc they
sealed with their own blood. Do you want to see this principle abolished? Du'you want
to see despotism substituted in its stead? Shall we prove degenerate sons of illustrious sires?
. The Thirteenth Amendnient. to the Constitution of the Unitaed States, quotacl ai:mve,
] embodies this sacred idea. The Socialist Party says that this idea is violated by the Con-
] Mﬂptm Art WHM\ you rr:mu:rlpi 2 man and rmnpd l'nrn to go ahrm.cl to b lﬂ: agalmt b
will, you violate the most sacred right of pcrsonal liberty, and substitute for it what Daniel
Webster called “despotism in its worst form,™-

A conscript is little better than a convict. He is depnved of his liberty and of his 113]\!
to think and act as a fres man. A coﬁncnptcd citizen is forced to surrender his right as «
citizen and become a subject.. He is forced into involuntary servitude. He is deprived of
the protection given itim by the Constitution of the United States. He is deprived of ail
freedom of conscience in being forced to kill against his will.

Are you one who i3 opposed to war, and were you misled by the venal capitalist newspapers, or in-
timidated or deceived by gang politicians and registrars inte believing that you would not be allowed to
register your objection to - comcrlptmn? Do vou know that many.citizens of P}u!adelphta insisted on their
right to answer the famous question twelve, and went on record with their honest opinion of opposition to
war, notmthatandmgbe deceitful efforts of our rulers and the newspaper press to prevent them from
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doing s0? Shall it be said that the citizens of Philadelphia, the cradle of American liberty, are so lost to [T
a serise of right and justice that they will let snch monstrous wréngs againat humnmtv 5 umhallcnged? El

n a democratic country each man must have the right to say whether he is willing to join. the ij:
army. Only in countries where uncantrolled power rules can a despot force his subjects to zght Such & Lsg

man or men have no place in a democratic republic. This is tyranpical power in its worst form. Tt
gives control over the life and death of the individualto a few men. There is no man good enough to be
given such power.

Cunscnptmn laws belong to’a bygone age. Even the people of Germany. long suffering under the
yoke of mil"*:*! m, ure beginning to demand the abolition of conscription. Ds you think it has a place n
the United States? Da you want to ses unllmﬂar] power h;m]e.d over ta Wall Street’s chosen few |n
America) If you do not, join the Socialist Party in its campaign for the repeal of the Conscription Act.
i Write to your congressman and tell him you want the law repealed: Do not submit to intimidation. You

2 - have a sightato demand the repeal of any law.  Exercise your rights of free speech, peaceful a
e and petitioning the government for a ridrese of grievances, Come to the headquarters of the Socmhﬂ
Pany, 1326 Arch street, tn&uut & petiti  to eoncren‘for t'l:e re;mnl of!hefonunphon Act. Help us

Remembar, "mf%&eahﬂmpnu nf'EInrty
Bownw&hauhuuyl -,
Long live the Constitution of the United States! Long live the Republic!

| Bocks on Socialism for Sale at _
SOCIALIST PARTY BOOK STORE. AND HFADQUARTERS
1326 ARCH ST. Phone, Filbert 3121



Ist Amendment

gin i/ 1§lam.0ma

nline

Avriacle 6, Section 2, of the Consitution of the United States says: *This Constitution
shail be the supreme law of the Land." :
il Article | (Amendment) says: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
= of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” |

Article 8 (Amendment) saye: “The enumeration in-tle Constitution of certain rights,
shall not be construed to deny or disparge others retained by the people:”

The Socialist:Party says that any individual or officers of the law entrusted with the
administration of conscription regulations, violate the provisions of the United States Consti-
tution, the Supreme Law of the Land. when they refuse to recognize your right to assert your
oppositiom 1o the draft. Lkl :

If you are conscientiously opposed to war, if you believe in the commandment *'thou shalt
nthot kilfl.  then that is your religion, and.you shall not be prohibited from the free exercise

In exempting clergymen and members of the Scciety of Friends (popularly called
Quakers) from active military service, the examination boards have discriminated against you.

If. you do not assert and support your rights, you are helping to “‘deny or disparage .«
rights” which il is the solemn duly of all citizens and résidents of the United States to retain.

Here in this city of Philadelphia ‘was signed the immortal Declaration of Independence. . [

As a citizen of “the cradle of Amencan Liberty” you are doubly charged with the duty of
nphglc'ling the rights of the people.
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Will you let cunning politicians and a mercenaky capitalist press wrongly and untrathfully mould vour

thoughts? Lo not torgel your right to elect officials who-are oppozed to conscriplion,

In lending tacit or silent consent to the conscription law, in neglecting to assert your rights, you are
(whether unknowingly or not) helping to condone and support a most infamous and insidious conspiracy
1o abridge ard destroy the sucred and cherished rights of a free prople. You are x citizem, not a subject!
You delegate your power to the officers of the iaw te be used for your good and welfare, net against you.

They are your servants. Not your masters, Their wages come from the expenses of government which
you pay Wil you allow them to unjustly rule you? The fathers who fought and bled to establish a free
and independent nation hete'in America were so opposed to the militarism of the old world from which
they had escaped: so keenly alive to the dangers and hardships they had undergone in feeing from politi-
cal, religious and military cppression, that they handed down to us “certain rights which must be retained
by the people.”

They held tho spirit of militariem in euch abhorrence tand hate, they were so apprehensive of the for-
mation of a military machine that would insidiously and secreily advocate the invasion of other lands,
that they limited the power of Congress-over the militia m providing only for ‘the calling forth of “the
militia 0 execute laws of the Unlon, suppress insurrections and repel invasions.” (Sse general powers:
of Congress, Article |, Section 8, Paragraph 15.) :

No power was. delegated to send our citizens away to foreign thores to shoot up the people of other
‘ands, no matter what may be their ‘internal or international disputes, ;

The people of this countty did met vote in favorof war, At the last election they voled against war.

; To draw thia country intg the horrors of the present war in Europe, to force the youth of our land
- into the shambles and bloody trenches of war-crazy nations, would be a crime the magnitude of which
dehas descrintion. Words could not express the condemnation such cold-bloeded rithlessness deserves.

Wil you stand 1dly by and ses the Moloch of Militarism reach forth across the sea and fasten its ten-
tacies upon thiz continent? Are you willing to submit to tha degradation of having the Constitution of
the United States treated as a “mere scrap of paperd” . '

Do you know that patriotism means a love for your country and not hate for others?

s Wil you be led astray by a propaganda of jingosm mesquerading under the guise of patriotaym?

Nou specious or plausible pleus about a “war for domocracy™ can -becloud the 1asue. Democracy can
not be shot into a nation. It must come spontaneously and purely from within, . '

Democracy must come—th ~liberal- education.  Upholders of military- ideas arc- unfit teachers. - |

‘Yo advocate the persecution of other peoples through the prosecution of war is an 1nsult to svery good
and wholesome American tradition,

“These ars the times that try men's souls.”

“Fternal vigilance is the price of liberty."

You are responsible. You must do your share to maintain, support and uphold the rights of ¢
veople of this country '

In this world crisis where do you stand? Are you with the forces of liberty and light or war and
Jarkness?
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